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SEVERE  DECLINE  IN  MONTANA  CHRISTMAS  TREE  SHIPMENTS 

Alvin  K.  Wilson 
Division  of  Forest  Economics  Research  > 


Montana  Christmas  tree  shipments^/  in  1961  fell  to  the  lowest  level  since 
1942,  when  annual  surveys  were  started.     Although  2.4  million  trees  were  shipped, 
exports  were  25  percent  below  the  1960  level,  which  in  turn  was  considerably 
below  that  of  1959.1/     Shipments  have  fallen  off  36  percent  since  1959. 
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1/     This  report  deals  only  with  shipments  of  trees  to  markets  outside 
Montana  rather  than  total  Christmas  tree  production  for  the  State.     Each  of  the 
transstate  railway  lines  supplied  data  for  trees  shipped  by  rail,  and  truck 
shipment  figures  were  furnished  by  the  State  Forester,  the  University  of  Montana, 
and  the  National  Forests. 

2/    Wilson,  Alvin  K. ,  Montana  Christmas  tree  shipments  slump  in  1960. 
Intermountain  Forest  &  Range  Experiment  Station  Research  Note  82,  4  pp.  1961. 


Foresters  in  the  principal  tree-producing  areas  attribute  the  decline  in 
Christmas  tree  cutting  mainly  to  continuing  insect  and  disease  attacks  on 
Douglas-fir.     However,   it  has  also  been  suggested  that  eastern  plantation-grown 
trees  and  artificial  trees  may  be  making  inroads  in  some  markets  of  Montana 
shippers . 

Forest  entomologists  report  no  indication  of  a  decline  in  the  spruce  bud- 
worm  outbreak  that  has  been  epidemic  on  Douglas-fir  for  14  years. 3./  They 
anticipate  heavy  defoliation  by  this  insect  in  1962.     The  area  infested  by  the 
Douglas-fir  needle  midge,  another  problem  insect  to  the  Christmas  tree  industry, 
increased  greatly  in  1961.     The  National  Forests  in  western  Montana  reported 
that  reductions  in  areas  suitable  for  tree  harvesting  and  in  tree  quality,  due 
to  insect  activity,  have  limited  production  severely.     The  School  of  Forestry 
at  Montana  State  University  was  unable  to  harvest  any  trees  from  University 
lands  in  1961  because  of  spruce  budworm  infestation. 

The  widespread  infection  of  the  past  3  or  4  years  by  the  Rhabdocline 
needlecast   ("Christmas  tree  blight")   in  northwestern  Montana  has  declined  but, 
since  needle  dropoff  caused  by  this  disease  actually  occurs  2  years  after  in- 
fection,  the  effect  of  past  falloff  was  still  very  evident  in  1961.  However, 
by  the  fall'  of  1962  trees  recovering  from  the  blight  should  have  2  good  years' 
output  of  needles  and  considerably  improved  quality. 

Table  1 . --Shipments  of  Christmas  trees  by  rail  and  truck  from  Montana, 

by  counties,  1961 


County  .  R^il  .  Truck         .         Total  •  Percent 

[       shipments       ]       shipments     *  ] 


------  Thousands  of  trees  ------ 

Lincoln  674  205  879  37 

Flathead  584  227  8li  34 

Missoula  114  134  248  10 

Sanders  142                          66  208  9 

Lake  133                         66  199  8 

Ravalli  10                         20  30  1 

Others  5                          12  17  1 


Total  1,662  730  2,392  100 


3^/     Terrell,  Tom  T.  ,  Insects  wage  attacks  in  northern  region.  Western 
Conservation  Journal  19:30-31,  38-39.     1962.     Despite  its  name,   the  spruce  bud- 
worm  does  much  more  damage  in  Douglas-fir  stands  than  in  spruce  stands. 
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The  ranking  of  leading  counties  did  not  change  from  1960.  Lincoln, 
Flathead,  and  Missoula  Counties  remained  the  leaders  and  accounted  for  81  per- 
cent of  the  State's  exports.     Reduced  production  from  last  year  was  evident  in 
all  counties. 


Table  2. --Rail  and  truck  Christmas  tree  shipments  from  Montana, 

1942-1961 


Year 


Rail  shipments 


Thousands  of: 

trees  : 


Percent 


Truck  shipments 


Thousands  of 
trees 


Percent 


Total 
shipment  s 


1942 

2,139 

97 

65 

3 

2,204 

1943 

2,931 

94 

172 

6 

3,103 

1944 

2,636 

96 

120 

4 

2,756 

1945 

2,556 

94 

168 

6 

2,724 

1946 

2,867 

87 

432 

13 

3,299 

1947 

2,210 

88 

306 

12 

2,516 

1948 

2,731 

87 

392 

13 

3,123 

1949 

2,817 

86 

440 

14 

3,257 

1950 

2,693 

89 

325 

11 

3,018 

1951 

2,784 

90 

301 

10 

3,085 

1952 

2,375 

90 

270 

10 

2,645 

1953 

2,389 

79 

631 

21 

3,020 

1954 

2,760 

79 

723 

21 

3,483 

1955 

2,855 

88 

380 

12 

3,235 

1956 

3,349 

80 

847 

20 

4,196 

1957 

2,631 

71 

1,089 

29 

3,720 

1958 

2,470 

69 

1,098 

31 

3,568 

1959 

2,741 

73 

1,010 

27 

3,751 

1960 

2,237 

70 

963 

30 

3,200 

1961 

1,662 

69 

730 

31 

2,392 

On  a  percentage  basis,  rail  and  truck  shipments  declined  about  equally 
from  1960   (25.7  and  24.2  percent,  respectively),  but  railroads  carried  about 
575,000  fewer  trees  than  in  1960  and  truck  shipments  were  about  233,000  lower. 
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Table  3. --Rail  shipments  of  Montana  Christmas  trees  to  leading  markets, 

1961  and  1960 


• 

J-  yyj  L 

• 

J-  yyjyj 

State 

:  State 

-L  ll(JU  odllU  o 

t  r  6  6  S 

Percent 

JL  LlULiodLlUo 

t  r  G  G  S 

Percent 

Texas 

394 

24 

:  Texas 

508 

23 

California 

238 

14 

:  California 

366 

16 

Oklahoma 

218 

13 

Oklahoma 

233 

10 

Iowa 

166 

10 

:  Iowa 

204 

9 

Kansas 

152 

9 

Missouri 

190 

9 

Missouri 

147 

9 

Kansas 

171 

8 

Nebraska 

81 

5 

Illinois 

119 

5 

11 linois 

71 

4 

Nebraska 

95 

4 

Louisiana 

33 

2 

Louisiana 

85 

4 

Others 

162 

10 

Hawaii 
Others 

57 
209 

3 
9 

Total 

1,662 

100  : 

Total 

2,237 

100 

Rail  shipments  went  to  24  states  in  1961,  but,  unlike  previous  years,  no 
shipments  for  export  outside  the  Continental  United  States  were  reported.  Texas, 
California,  Oklahoma,  and  Iowa  were  the  leading  market  states--as  they  were  in 
1960--and  together  received  61  percent  of  all  rail  shipments. 

Montana's  Christmas  trees  are  predominantly  Douglas-fir,  but  it  may  be 
significant  that  two  National  Forests  this  year  reported  trial  shipments  of 
lodgepole  pine  Christmas  trees. 
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